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through exploiting other men's labour. Senilin, Ivai>
Avdeich, made propaganda for the overthrow of the Soviet^
government. Kashufin, Matvei Ivanovich, did the same.
Maidannikov, Siemion Gavrilov, put on epaulettes and
shouted in the streets against the Soviet government^
Melekhov, Pantaleimon Prokoffievich, was member of th^,
Military Council. Melekhov, Gregor Pantalievich, is a
lieutenant hostile to the Soviet government, and dangerous.
Kashulin, Andrei son of Matvei, took part in the execution
of the Podtielkov Red cossacks. Bodovskov, Fiodot
Nikiforov, did the same. Bogatiriev, Arkhip Matveev, was a
churchwarden, against the government, and incited the
people against the revolution. Koroliov, Zakhar Leontveev,
refused to surrender his arms, and is unreliable."
Against the names of the two Melekhovs and Bodovskov
were notes which Stockman read :   " These enemies of the
Soviet government cannot be arrested as two of them are
away, mobilised for transport purposes, and Pantaleimon^
Melekhov is ill with typhus.   The two men away will be**
arrested and sent to Vieshenska immediately they return,
the third when he is able to stand."
The meeting was silent for a moment. Then there was an
outcry :
" It isn't true." " It's a lie that they spoke against the
Soviets ! " " Is this the kind of thing you arrest men for ? "
" Because they looked at your teeth ? "
^ Stockman spoke again.   They seemed to be listening to
him attentively, and there were even occasional shouts of
approval.   But when at the end he raised the question of
distributing the property of those who had fled to the Whites ;
there was silence.
" What's the matter with all of you ? " Ivan Alexievich
asked in vexation.
Ihe meeting began to break up like scattered grapeshot.
One of the poorest of the villagers stepped irresolutely
forward, then hesitated and fell back again.
" The owners will come back, and then what ? . . ."
Stockman attempted to persuade them not to break up,
but Koshevoi, as white as chalk, whispered to Ivan
Alexievich :
" I said they wouldn't touch it. It would be better to
burn it all rather than give it them now. ..."